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NORTH AMERICA 

The Arctic Prairies. A Canoe -Journey of 2,oco Miles in Search ,of the 
Caribou; being the Account of a Voyage to the Region North of Aylmer Lake. 
By Ernest Thompson Seton. xvi and 415 pp. Ills, and index. Charles Scrib- 
ner's Sons, New York, 1911. $2. 9x6. 

Setpn's trip was on the Athabasca R., and the book is a detailed description 
of the plant, animal and human life along the river. The farthest north of the 
journey was Lake Aylmer in 64° N. Lat. The explorer planned to see the 
caribou migration, to prove the abundance of this animal, to explore and map 
Lake Aylmer, which Back had roughly sketched, and to reach the land of the 
musk-ox; in all these points he was successful. A large number of observations 
are recorded in pen sketches and text of the animal and plant life. Most of 
the book is a narrative of the journey, but in the appendixes are records of the 
natural vegetable growth of the country, a brief account of the soil and climate, 
results of the little cultivation attempted, a summary of observations of the 
buffalo and yak, lists of the insects and notes on plants, mammals and birds. 
The book is recommended as a source of information as well as of enjoyment. 

R. M. Brown. 
The Leading Facts of New Mexican History. By Ralph Emerson 
Twitchell. Vol. 1. xx and 506 pp. Maps,* ills., index. The Torch Press, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 1911. $6. 10 x t>}4- 

To judge by its first volume this work deserves a prominent place among 
important contributions to our knowledge of the Southwest. Beginning with the 
earliest known period of man in New Mexico, the author brings out compactly 
the salient features of New Mexican archaeology. Due recognition is given to 
the great role played by physiographic and geographic factors as determinants 
of the proto-historic civilizations which flourished long before the advent of the 
Conquistadores, and an important place is assigned to the hydrographic factor. 
The map on page 5 shows clearly how human life was able to thrive in the 
heart of valleys still in the stage of fluvial erosion. Other physical determinants 
have not been taken up with much detail, but the reader will be able to make 
more than one important deduction in this field, thanks to concise descriptions of 
the various modes of life. 

The transition to Spanish times is marked by a marvelous feat in American 
exploration — the transcontinental trip undertaken by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de 
Vaca and his companions, with which the second chapter begins. From Mr. 
TwitchelPs map it appears that New Mexican territory was traversed from its 
modern eastern frontier to a point near the western state line and not far from 
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the present international boundary. The author has evidently based his map on 
data derived from Cabeza de Vaca's "Relation." The degree ' of accuracy 
attained in tracing the route accordingly depends on the correlation of Vaca's 
information with our present knowledge of New Mexican geography. Mr. 
Twitchell's critical care is amply evinced by the discussions accompanying the 
narrative. 

The description of this epoch-making episode is the prelude to a detailed de- 
scription of some momentous events during the sixteenth century. Of course, the 
book could not have been confined to events occurring merely within the present 
boundaries of New Mexico; and Mr. Twitchell does not fail to show how 
intimately the early history of New Mexico is interwoven with the thread of 
Spanish activities. After Mexico City became the Spanish Viceroy's capital, a 
number of exploration parties were sent out in rapid succession by the Spaniards. 
Beginning with Nufio de Guzman's expedition, the writer treats them chrono- 
logically and dwells particularly on the fate of the explorers in New Mexico. 
Copious footnotes throughout the text impart further clearness to the account. 
A whole chapter is devoted to Coronado's invasion of the North. Geographers 
and geologists alike will note with interest the reference made to the discovery 
of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado by Don Garcia Lopez de Cardenas. 

Mr. Twitchell ably sets forth also the extraordinary activity of the Spanish 
friars. It was the cross that was often planted in token of Spanish suzerainty 
before any royal standards were unfurled. The harvest of souls was as potent 
an impelling factor among the various religious orders that supported many of 
these expeditions, as the lure of the precious metals was to the layman. 

As to the origin of the State's name it is asserted that Ibarra, on returning 
from the expedition undertaken in 1563, boasted that he had discovered a new 
Mexico, and "it is not unlikely that from this circumstance the name came to be 
applied in later years." The author shows that the name was given at first to 
a region far more extensive than that now covered by it. 

About this time the conquest of the northern territory was decided upon, and 
Don Juan de Onate accomplished it near the close of the sixteenth century. 
Even then the power of the conquerors was somewhat shadowy, which is not 
surprising in view of the distance between New Mexico and the seat of gov- 
ernment. The details of the Pueblo rebellion and independence are given 
sufficiently to reveal the real feeling among the Indians. The final success of 
the Reconquistadores put an end to native attempts to throw off the foreigner's 
yoke. The eighteenth century came in with the Spaniards firmly entrenched in 
authority. The one hundred and twenty-two years of their rule, during which 
peace stimulated trade, are reviewed. The author briefly alludes to New 
Mexican industries at the beginning of the nineteenth century. More space 
might well have been devoted to so important a phase of New Mexico's develop- 
ment. The volume closes with an account of the expedition of Major Zebulon 
M. Pike and the rejoicings when the news of Mexico's independence were re- 
ceived at Santa Fe. The bibliography at the end of each chapter and the illus- 
trations are good. Leon Dominian. 

Highways of Progress. By James J. Hill, x and 354 pp. Index. Double- 
day, Page & Co., New Vork. igio. 8 x 5^. 

This is a book on conservation by one who has done more than his share in 
the development of our great Northwest. It is divided into thirteen chapters 



